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What Is the 

Green Purchasing Roundtable?

Purpose is to advance green purchasing locally

 Tri-Annual meetings on specific topics

▫ Learn about issues

▫ Identify tools you can use

▫ Network with your peers 

 Periodic updates on opportunities

 Technical assistance available to Alameda County public 

agencies



Announcements:
New Resources Available

Available at http://www.acgov.org/sustain/what/purchasing/success/index.htm

http://www.acgov.org/sustain/what/purchasing/success/index.htm


Available at http://www.acgov.org/sustain/what/purchasing/roundtable.htm

http://www.acgov.org/sustain/what/purchasing/roundtable.htm


Available at www.stopwaste.org/epp

http://www.stopwaste.org/epp


Today’s 3 Take-Aways

1. Include environmental performance in carpet specifications

2. Require carpet recycling as part of installation contract

3. Support development of carpet recycling markets by buying 

products made with recycled content carpet

Thank You To the Presenters:



Why is Carpet Important

 Integral to the indoor environment

▫ Glues and product off-gassing can affect indoor air quality and human 

health

 Resource intensive product

▫ Most of carpets environmental impact 

happens during upsteam raw materials 

extraction and product manufacturing

 Complex product that is difficult to recycle

▫ 3.2% of waste by volume (2008) in California 

landfills, making it one of the top 10 items

Image Credit: http://www.shawcontractgroup.com/Html/PerformanceBackings

http://www.shawcontractgroup.com/Html/PerformanceBackings


Alameda County’s Journey

 Initiated research in 2009

 Many and diverse staff that specify carpet

▫ New construction and major remodels

▫ Maintenance projects

▫ Lease negotiations

 Each uses unique documents for performance 

specifications

 2013 Summer intern translated research on 

environmental  performance specifications into usable 

formats for stakeholders



Reduce, Reuse

 Buy durable carpet and maintain it well

▫ Use walk-off matts at building entrance

▫ Follow manufacturer recommendations for cleaning

▫ Encourage prompt reporting of spills, and post reminders where 
food is commonly served

 Select carpet tile instead of broadloom

▫ Produces less waste during installation

▫ Can replace small portions when soiled or worn

 Explore opportunities for refurbished carpet tiles

Image Credit: http://www.businesswaste.co.uk/how-to-reduce-waste-in-schools/#.Ut1fbPuIZVd



Attributes of Sustainable Carpet

 Multi-attribute standard

 Material type

 Recycled content

 Indoor Air Quality (VOC limits)

 Recycling old carpet

Specifications set by Alameda County were designed to meet 

CALGreen (2010) and the US Green Building Council’s LEED v2009.
Alameda County providing this information to assist agencies seeking to advance green purchasing efforts. 

Agencies should use sound judgment to evaluate recommendations for application in their organizations.



Sustainable Carpet Standard

NSF-140

 Awards points for mandatory and voluntary measures that are 
used to evaluate six key attributes of carpets: 

▫ Public Health and Environment 

▫ Energy and Energy Efficiency 

▫ Bio-based and Recycled Content 

▫ Manufacturing 

▫ Reclamation and End of Life Management 

▫ Innovation 

 The NSF-140 standard includes three levels of attainment, 
silver, gold, and platinum 

Image Credit: http://www.nsf.org/services/by-industry/sustainability-environment/sustainability-standards-protocols/carpet

http://www.nsf.org/services/by-industry/sustainability-environment/sustainability-standards-protocols/carpet


Material Type and Recycled Content

 Specify face fiber that is: 

▫ Nylon material and is solution-dyed; and

▫ Post-consumer recycled content of at least 

10% (can go up to  25% and still have 

adequate competition)

 Specify backing that is: 

▫ PVC-free; or

▫ If PVC backing, require a minimum of 40% 

post-consumer recycled content

Higher recycled 

content levels 

contribute more 

to LEED points



These 

requirements 

are consistent 

with LEED 

IEQ Credit 3.4

Indoor Air Quality (VOC limits)

 Carpet 

▫ Meet Carpet and Rug Institute (CRI) Indoor Air 

Quality Green Label Plus Standard 

 Adhesive

▫ VOC limit of 50 g/L as required by the South Coast 

Air Quality Management District Rule #1168

 Carpet padding (broadloom carpet only)

▫ Meet Carpet and Rug Institute (CRI) Indoor Air 

Quality Green Label Standard 

Image credit: http://www.carpet-rug.org/index.cfm

http://www.carpet-rug.org/index.cfm


Recycling Reduces Life-Cycle GHG

Morris, Dr. Jeffery. Environmental Impacts From Carpet Discards Management Methods. April 2010. Accessed from http://your.kingcounty.gov/solidwaste/linkup/carpet/resources.asp. 

http://your.kingcounty.gov/solidwaste/linkup/carpet/resources.asp


Recycling Specification

 Request a recycling plan prior to 

demolition

▫ Where it will be recycled

▫ How material will be kept free of 

debris and stored/packed 

appropriately

 Ensure asbestos survey is 

complete

 Require documentation that 

carpet was recycled

Two options for recycling:

 Manufacturer operated 

recycling programs

 Regional recycling 

processors 



Summary of Minimum Specifications

 NSF-140 certification at the platinum level

▫ Ensures a minimum of level of 10% recycled content

 Nylon material 

 Solution-dyed

 Carpet, adhesives, and pad (if applicable) meet LEED®

IEQ Credit 4.3 for indoor air quality (VOC limits)

 If selecting PVC backing, require a minimum recycled 

content level of 40%



Model Procurement Language

Available at http://www.acgov.org/sustain/what/purchasing/success/carpet.htm

http://www.acgov.org/sustain/what/purchasing/success/carpet.htm


Model Technical Specifications for 

Construction Documents

Available at http://www.acgov.org/sustain/what/purchasing/success/carpet.htm

http://www.acgov.org/sustain/what/purchasing/success/carpet.htm


Other Resources

 State of California
http://www.calrecycle.ca.gov/Carpet/Buyers.htm

 King County, Washington
http://www.kingcounty.gov/operations/procurement/Services/Environmental_Purchasing.aspx

 State of Massachusetts 
http://www.mass.gov/anf/budget-taxes-and-procurement/procurement-info-and-

res/procurement-prog-and-serv/epp-procurement-prog/green-products-and-serv/specific-epp-

statewide-contracts/carpet-and-flooring-recycled-content.html#Related

http://www.calrecycle.ca.gov/Carpet/Buyers.htm
http://www.kingcounty.gov/operations/procurement/Services/Environmental_Purchasing.aspx
http://www.mass.gov/anf/budget-taxes-and-procurement/procurement-info-and-res/procurement-prog-and-serv/epp-procurement-prog/green-products-and-serv/specific-epp-statewide-contracts/carpet-and-flooring-recycled-content.html#Related


Piggybacking Opportunity

 US Communities

▫ Lead agency: Seattle

▫ Vendor selected: Empire Today

▫ December 1, 2011 to November 30, 2014 with

Option to renew for (3) additional (1) year periods 
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